
BINDING MEASUF~ES- LEGAL ISSUES 

, Initiatives/Referrnda Are Bind1ng 

City Must Act In Accordance w1th Language 
of Initiative/Referenda 

Can Be Overturned By Later Initiatives or 
Referenda 

, Advisory Measures Are Not Legally Binding, 
But May Be Politically Binding 

INITIATIVES 

, Leg1slat1ve Acts Not ReseiVed to Counol 

, Council-Sponsored Initiative 

, Citizen-Sponsore:l Initiative (Petition Process) 

Notice of Intent to Grculate Petition 

Ballot Title/Summary 

Publication/Posting 

Signature Gathering/Venficat1on 

City Counc11 May Refer For F1scal Analysis, General 
Plan Consistency, Land Use Analysis or "Other 
Matters" 

DEFINING "BINDING" 

, Parameters for Negot1at1ons- Not to Excee:l 

, Desired Outcomes - Final Approval Reserved 

, Role of Good Faith and Ethics 

, Politically Binding 

, No Further Action Needed to Seal the Deai
CEQA Required 

INITIATIVES 

, Counc1l /ldopts or Subm1ts to Voters 

, Special Election: 15% of Voters and 
Requests; Outside 180 Days of Regular 

, Regular Election: 10% of Voters (15% for 
Charter Amendment) 

, Arguments/Impartial Analysis 

, Conflicting In1tatives - Highest Number 
Votes 
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CiTY BALLOT Mf ASLJf~E- EXAMPLES 

Should the Ctty of Menlo Park have t11e 
option of construct1ng sports fields, mth 
necessary mfrastructure, on not more than 
17 acres of the 160 total acres at Bayfront 
Park, subject to obtaimng all 
env1r-onmental clearances and regulatory 
agency approvals necessary to build the 
sports fields, us1ng developer fees, user 
fees, donations, and other voter-approved 
parks and recreation funds.? 
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