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Governor Signs Senator Wieckowski’s Bill to  
Assist Affordable Housing Project in Santa Clara  

 
Santa Clara, California – September 28, 2016  
 
Senate Bill 680, authored by State Senator Bob Wieckowski’s (D-Fremont), modifying the terms of a land sale 
between the State Department of General Services and the Santa Clara Housing Authority allowing Santa 
Clara’s affordable housing project to move forward, was signed by Governor Brown on September 26. Senate 
Bill 680 is an urgency bill and takes effect immediately.  
 
The Santa Clara community and City leadership have been working on bringing affordable housing to the site, 
formerly the Bay Area Research and Extension Center (BAREC), located at 90 N. Winchester for over a 
decade.  Last fall, the Santa Clara City Council selected the Core Companies to develop the site. The project 
includes a total of 359 housing units, comprised of 34 for sale market rate townhomes, 144 market rental units 
and 181 affordable rental units, of which 165 are for seniors with 20 percent set aside for a veteran preference 
for those over age 62. Neighborhood activists spearheaded the push for the agrihood component, an urban 
farm within the development, to bring together the multi-generational residents who will reside at the site. 
 
Mayor Gillmor commended Senator Wieckowski for his leadership and stated, “This project would not have 
been possible without the leadership of Senator Wieckowski and his dedication to affordable housing. Core 
Companies will now have sufficient time to design and build a project that will be one of Santa Clara’s most 
meaningful housing projects.”  
 
“On behalf of the Housing Authority, I would like to thank City staff for all their hard work and Vice-Mayor O’Neill 
for her unwavering dedication to this project,” said Mayor Lisa M. Gillmor with regard to Vice-Mayor O’Neill’s 
testimony in Sacramento earlier this summer encouraging the passage of the proposed bill. “She was 
instrumental in articulating the importance of this project and having a voice for those that need it most – our 
veterans and seniors.”   
 
“Santa Clara is a city on the move, with a lot of energy and innovative developments underway,” said Senator 
Bob Wieckowski, the author of Senate Bill 680.  “This bill gives the city, developer and the residents of Santa 
Clara the opportunity to go forward with an important project that will provide housing for people of all ages, 
including our seniors and our senior veterans.  I applaud Mayor Gillmor and the rest of the City Council for 
preparing to transform the BAREC property into a place that people will be proud to call home.” 
 
The City will now finalize transactional agreements with The Core Companies and the developer will continue to 
seek input from the community and begin the review process at the local level, including entitlements and 
permitting, for the development and use of the property.  
 
 

### 
 

About the City of Santa Clara: 
Located at the heart of Silicon Valley about 45 miles south of San Francisco, the City of Santa Clara truly is 
“The Center of What’s Possible.” Incorporated in 1852, Santa Clara covers an area of 19.3 square miles with a 
population of 120,000. Santa Clara is home to an extraordinary array of high-tech companies, including Applied 
Materials, Hewlett-Packard, Intel, Nvidia, Oracle, and Ericsson. The City of Santa Clara is also home to Santa 
Clara University, California’s Great America Theme Park, and Levi’s® Stadium, home of the San Francisco 
49ers and Super Bowl 50. For more information, go to www.SantaClaraCA.gov.  
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